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Tu j iii language 


The Tujia language (Northern Tujia: Bifzivsar, IPA: /pi 1 tsil sal/; 
Southern Tujia: Mongrzzirhof, IPA: /mol dziJ hoi/; simplified 
Chinese: dicin', traditional Chinese: pinyin: Tujiayu ) is a 

language spoken natively by the Tujia people in Hunan province, 
China. It is unclassified within the Sino-Tibetan language family, 
due to pervasive influence from neighboring languages. There are 
two dialects, Northern and Southern. Both dialects are tonal 
languages with the tone contours of 1 1 1 1. The northern dialect 
has 21 initials, whereas the southern dialect has 26 (with 5 additional 
aspirated initials). As for the finals, the northern dialect has 25 and 
the southern 30, 12 of which are used exclusively in loanwords from 
Chinese. Its verbs make a distinction of active and passive voices. Its 
pronouns distinguish the singular and plural numbers along with the 
basic and possessive cases. As of 2005, the number of speakers was 
estimated at roughly 70,000 for the northern dialect (of which 
merely ca. 100 are monolingual), ^ and 1,500 for the southern 
dialect/ 4 ^ out of an ethnic population of 8 million. 
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Tujia 


Native to 

Northwestern 
Hunan province, 
China 

Ethnicity 

8.0 million Tujia 
(2000 census)! 1 ! 

Native speakers 

70,000 (2005)W 

Language 

Sino-Tibetan 

family 

■ Tujia 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

Either: 

t j s — Southern 
tji — Northern 

Glottolog 

tujil244 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 

rg/resource/lan 

guoid/id/tujil2 

44)1*1 


Names 


Tujia autonyms include pil tsil k h aJ (pz V tsiJ k h aJ in Ye 1995) and mi 1 tei 1 k h ai/l (Dai 

2005). The Tujia people call their language "pi 1 tsi 1 sa J" (Ye 1995). 
















"Tujia" (±i<) literally means 'native people', which is the appellation that the Han Chinese had given to 
them due to their aboriginal status in the Hunan-Hubei-Chongqing area. The Tujia, on the other hand, call 
the Han Chinese "Kejia" (I%■%.), a designation also given to the Hakka people, which means 'guest people' 
(Dai 2005). 

Classification 


Tujia is clearly a Sino-Tibetan language, but its position within that family is unclear, due to massive 
borrowing from other Sino-Tibetan languages. It has been placed with Loloish and Qiangic , but many leave 
it unclassified. 

Subdivisions 


Tujia is divided into two major dialects. The Northern dialect has the vast majority of speakers, while the 
Southern dialect is spoken in only 3 villages of Tanxi Township }it 'M fH in Luxi County. Almost all Tujia 
speakers are located in Xiangxi Tujia and Miao Autonomous Prefecture. 

■ Northern (Biji ^S): Baojing County, Longshan County, Guzhang County, Yongshun County 

■ Hush 's 5±ia 

■ Xia 4Tia 

■ Shasha }P : /Pia 

■ Southern (Mengzi ]£££): Tanxi Township in Luxi County 

The Tujia-speaking areas of Longshan County are mostly located around the Xiche River } 7 *c ^ )Rj. The 
variety studied by Tian (1986) is that of Dianfang Township pwEM^, Longshan County. Ye (1995) focuses 
on the Northern variety of Xinghuo Village Miao'ertan Township EH J (formerly Miaoshi eb 

TfT}}), Longshan County ^ElJLl®. Peng (1998) covers the Northern variety of Yongshun County. Brassett 
(2006) based their Tujia data primarily on the variety of Tasha Township Longshan County, and 

also partly from Pojiao Township ® ^ and Dianfang Township raE M ^ . Dai (2005) focuses on the 
variety of Xianren Township )|i| fZ ^, Baojing County. Zhang (2006) covers the Northern Tujia dialect of 
Duogu village Longshan County and the Southern Tujia dialect of Poluozhai |§5iiiif, Luxi County. 


Chen (2006) 

Chen Kang (2006:152) divides Tujia as follows 

■ Northern 

■ Longshan dialect (autonym: piltsi 1 k h aJ or Bifzivkar) - spoken in: 

■ Longshan County: Jiashi Mrfc, Zan'guo Dgjfl, Miaoshi ea rfT, Pojiao ij£jj£P, Mengxi 
Tasha \WP, Shuiba 7j<±JH, Guanping H 5 } 1 , Neixi F*9)fl, Ganxi Z F)^, Dianfang SaeM 

■ Laifeng County, Hubei: Maodong PP5IH 

■ Yongshun County: Shaoha 'xjDp, Liexi ^J^ 7 , Duishan jtfiJLi, Gaoping Taiping 

■ Guzhang County: Qietong fm'M, Tianjiadong BEH^lIW] 

■ Baojing dialect (autonym: mi Itei 1 k h a J or Mifqivkar ) - spoken in: 





■ Baojing County: Bamao JfeJT Bi'er kfcW, Mawang m, Angdong 

■ Longshan County: Yanchong e/4 1 

■ Southern - spoken in the following villages of Tanxi Township Luxi County:^ 

■ Xiadu TIP (Tujia: ts h ieJ buJ or Cirbur) 

■ Puzhu fit5r (Tujia: p h u-l dzw-l or Puzzu) 

■ Boluozhai (Tujia: bo-I loi tsaiJ or Bolozaif) 

■ Qieji MB (Tujia: ts h aJ dzi 1 or Ciejif) 

■ Xiaqieji TIB (Tujia: ts h a Y dzi 1 aJ di 1 or Ciajifafdif) 

■ Daboliu (Tujia: ts h ieJ diul p h oJ or Cierduovpor ) 

■ Xiaolingzhai /J\3f|§ (Tujia: ts h ie 7 nTI sai or Ciernifsa ) 

■ Limuzhai (Tujia: HJ muJ tsaiJ or Livmuvzaif) 

■ Tumazhai ±jTfii (Tujia: t h LuJ maJ tsaiJ or Tufmavzaiv) 

■ Tanxi Town (Tujia: hu-l diu-i or Huduo ) 

Yang (2011) 

Yang Zaibiao (2011:4) reports that Tujia is spoken in over 500 natural villages comprising about 200 
administrative villages and 34 townships The Northern Tujia autonym is pil tsll k h aJ, and the 
Southern Tujia autonym is moJ dzlJ (Yang 2011:15). Yang covers the two Northern Tujia dialects of 
Dianfang SSm and Xiaolongre and the Southern Tujia dialect of Qieji MB. 

■ Longshan County (southeastern; 15 townships): Xichehe Longtou P§A!II, 

Miao'ertan eeUL$I!Ii, Dianfang weM!I, Luota Ganxi Mengxi Fengxi 

Pojiao WMZ', Tasha Neixi |*|;f|^, Jiashi Yanchong Changxi -lx 

wz, Liye mmm 

■ Yongshun County (western; 5 townships): Duishan jkflil^-, Heping Xiqi 

Shouche Shaoha 

■ Baojing County (western and southeastern; 10 townships): 

■ Western Baojing County: Longtou Bi'er Mawang Bamao 

Purong Angdong BM^, Longxi Boji 

■ Southeastern Baojing County: Tuzha Xianren 

■ Guzhang County (northwestern; 2 townships): Qietong MM (including in Xiaolongre 
ieiao 7 10 J ze 7), Duanlong 

■ Luxi County (1 township): Tanxi (including in Qieji MBfct ts h aJ dzil I ts h e ) dziJ) 

■ Laifeng County (1 township): Hedong (Cancun £§£p) 


Phonology and orthography 




Ye (1995) 


One system of writing Tujia in Latin script is based on Hanyu Pinyin and uses letters as tone markers, 
namely, x, r, v, fj 8 ^ 

Brassett, Brassett, & Lu (2006) 

Brassett, Brassett, & Lu (2006) have proposed an experimental Pinyin orthography for the Tujia language, 
as follows. 

Tujia Pinyin Consonants 


Symbol 

IPA 

Symbol 

IPA 

b 

P 

ng 

n 

c 

ts h 

p 

P h 

d 

t 

q 

t£ h 

g 

k 

r 

Z 

h 

X 

s 

s 

hh 

Y 

t 

t h 

j 

te 

w 

w 

k 

k h 

X 

£ 

1 

1, n 

y 

j 

m 

m 

z 

ts 

n 

a 

zz 

dz 


Tujia Pinyin Vowels 


Symbol 

IPA 

Symbol 

IPA 

a 

a 

ing 

if] 

ai 

ai 

iong 

ion 

an 

sn 

iu 

iu 

ang 

ag 

0 

0 

ao 

au 

ong 

3f] 

e 

Y 

ou 

OU 

ei 

ei 

u 

u 

eng 

ag 

ua 

ua 

i 

i, i 

uai 

uai 

ia 

ia 

uan 

usn 

ian 

isn 

ui 

uei 

iao 

iau 

un 

un 

i.e. 

is 

uo 

UO 





Tujia Pinyin Tones 


Symbol 

Pitch 

Name of tone 

Letters 

1 

1 or 1 

High level 

-v 

2 

\ or 1 

Low rising 

-f 

3 

J 

Low falling 

-r 

4 

N or i 

High falling 

-X 


Tujia numerals 

Tujia Pinyin Tones 


Number 

Tujia words (with tone letters) 

1 

La 

2 

Niev 

3 

Sov 

4 

Riev 

5 

Uv 

6 

Wor 

7 

Nier 

8 

Yer 

9 

Kiev 

10 

Laxiv 


Possible Ancient Tujia script 

The Tujia have been known as an ethnic minority (historically) without a written language. However, a 
succession of ancient undeciphered books with glosses presented in Chinese characters have been found in 
the Youyang Tujia habitation straddling the borders of Hunan, Hubei, Guizhou Province, and Chongqing 
City. Modern Tujia is written in Latin script. 

Language preservation 


Although only a small percentage of Tujia people speak the Tujia language, Tujia language enthusiasts work 
hard on to preserve it, both in Hunan and Hubei. According to news reports, two Tujia language instruction 
books have been published, and work continues on a Tujia dictionary. The Tujia language scholar Chu 
Yongming (fif zfc ) works with children at the Baifusi Ethnic Minorities School (15 fra r] K 'J N ^) in 
Baifusi Town, Laifeng County, Hubei to promote the language use5 10 ^ 
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